
Talkshop at ARPANSA on Wednesday, 23 November 2016 at 11am-12pm. ARPANSA location: 619 Lower Plenty 
Road, Yallambie VIC 3085, AUSTRALIA.  

Dariusz Leszczynski, PhD, DSc, is an Adjunct Professor of Biochemistry at the University of 

Helsinki, Finland and Chief Editor of ‘Radiation and Health’; specialty of the ‘Frontiers in Public 
Health’, an open-access journal published in Lausanne, Switzerland.  

He has two doctorates in molecular biology and biochemistry from the Jagiellonian University, 
Krakow, Poland and Helsinki University, Finland, respectively.  

For nearly 22 years (1992-2013) he worked for the government of Finland at the Finnish 
Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority. During the years 2003-2007 he worked as the Head of 
Radiation Biology Laboratory and from 2000 to 2013 as a Research Professor.  

He has spent several periods working at different universities around the world: 1997-1999 - Assistant Professor at the 
Harvard Medical School, 2006-2009 - Guangbiao Professor at the Zhejiang University School of Medicine, Hangzhou, China 
and 2012-2013 - Visiting Professor at the Swinburne University of Technology, Melbourne, Australia  

He is an internationally recognized expert in biological and health effects of radiation emitted by the wireless communication 
devices. Among others, in 2009 he testified in the US Senate and in 2015 in the Canadian House of Commons hearings on cell 
phones and health and in 2014 he advised Minister of Health of India. In 2011 he was one of the 30 experts, invited by the 
International Agency for Research on Cancer, who classified cell phone radiation as possibly carcinogenic to humans.  

His full CV and list of publications are available on his science blog: ‘BRHP – Between a Rock and a Hard Place’.  
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Scientific evidence for biological and health effects of radiation emitted by the wireless devices is contradictory. In each area 

of investigation (epidemiology, human volunteer studies, animal and in vitro studies) there are both, studies showing effects 

and studies showing lack of effects. 

Health policy recommendations and safety limits must be firmly based on the scientific evidence. But the question is, how to 

make reliable health policy recommendations and how to set adequate safety standards, when the scientific evidence is 

contradictory, when the quality of science is poor or when there are gaps in the scientific evidence? 

When considering in full the currently available science, claims of solely thermal effects and non-existence of non-thermal 

effects do not stand up to scrutiny.  

Claims that lack of known biological mechanism, explaining the observed biological effects of wireless radiation, proves 
effects do not exist is extremely naïve. The effects occur and the mechanism will be discovered, sooner or later. It is necessary 
to remember, there are many biological phenomena where the mechanism is unknown e.g. how glioma is born?  

Finally, should the precautionary policies be considered, especially of the Precautionary Principle, as defined by the European 

Union?  

These important health-policy-related questions will be addressed in the context of the currently available scientific evidence 

of the wireless radiation effects and its quality for decision-making. 


